
Sacred Heart Parish, Bloomfield 
Stewardship: The Gift you have been given, give as a gift (Mt 10:8) 

March 21, 2010 

The Sunday 10:15 AM Mass at  

Sacred Heart is offered for all the 

people of the parish. Beginning 

today and every day this week, the 

following faithful departed will be 

remembered in the prayers and worship of  

Sacred Heart: 
Peg Barnard 

Beau Bourbeau 

Nick Caruso 

Patrick Costello 

Harry DeNapoli 

Patricia Fieweger 

Martha Krahula 

Anna Maher 

Eva Moreau 

Margaret Navin 

Catherine Rouillard 

Mila Spacek 

Joseph Swetcky, Sr. 

John F. Quirk 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 

departed through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace.  Amen. 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
If you can knit or crochet, or would like to learn how, we in-

vite you to join the Prayer Shawl Ministry.  The next gather-

ing is Tuesday, March 23rd at 10:00 AM in Room 3.  If you 

would like more information, or know anyone who would 

like a prayer shawl, please call Jean Perreault at 658-6623.  

At this meeting there will be a photographer taken of the 

group for the Prayer Shawls 4 Fallen Soldiers (PS4FS). 

COFFEE ANDé. HOUR 
We would like to thank Mae DiFabio, for host-

ing and Marianne Kase for sponsoring the cof-

fee and... hour this past weekend. 

UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE 
With Fr. Stephen Doyle 

On Tuesday, March 23rd we will begin with soup at  

5:30 PM in Fr. Picher Hall.  This week: ñGodôs Word in Hu-

man Wordôs.ò  Fr. Doyle explains what we mean when we 

call Godôs word óinspired.ô  He also describes the times and 

the culture of the people who make up the world of the Bible. 

ñBE NOT AFRAIDò 
On Monday,  March 29th Sr. Mary Hartnett 

RSM from Holy Family Retreat will be our 

guest speaker at 6:30 PM followed by a soup 

supper. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
This Friday, March 26th (the last Friday of Lent) come join 

our parish teens as they lead us in praying the stations of the 

Cross.  The service begins at 7:30 PM.  Dante Jean Felix, 

Darien Marshall, Mary Doucette, Brianna Dau, Kathleen 

Connelly, Rodell Pascua, and Brendan McGuiness will be 

leading us.  Please come and pray with us. 

RECONCILIATION 
Our Lenten Reconciliation service will be held on Thursday, 

March 25th at 7:00 PM. Several priests from the area will be 

available to hear confessions.   

PALM SUNDAY VESPERS  

and Pasta Supper 
All are invited to join us for evening prayer and benediction 

of Sunday, March 28th at 4:30 PM.  At the conclusion of the 

vespers a pasta supper will be served in Fr. Picher Hall.  Hope 

to see you there. 

ARCHBISHOPôS ANNUAL APPEAL 
The 2010 Archbishopôs Annual Appeal is now underway in our parish and across the Archdiocese.  Your sup-

port of this yearôs Appeal ensures that essential charitable, educational and pastoral ministries of the Archdio-

cese of Hartford are sustained and expanded.  We hope you can help in meeting our parish goal of $37,600.  If 

you would like to make a gift, simply mail in your pledge card.  You may also contact our parish secretary, 

visit the Archdiocesan websidte at www.archdioceseofhartford.org, or call the Annual Appeal Office at (800) 

781-2550.  Keep in mind that an early pledge will allow for a monthly payment plan. 



EASTER EGG HUNT 

Alexandria Manor invites you to an Easter Egg 

hunt followed by a magic Show on Saturday, 

March 27th from 10 to 12.  Please bring your 

Easter Baskets.  Please RSVP by March 20 to Jenn 

or Seva at 860-242-0703.  Alexandria Manor is 

located at 55 Tunxis Ave., Bloomfield. 

DECORATING CROSSES 
Each year we ask parishioners to 

decorate one of our outside crosses 

on Holy Saturday (April 3rd) any 

time prior to the Vigil Mass at 8:00 

PM.  Crosses may be decorated 

any way you may like that reflects the glorious 

resurrection of our Lord.  There are 14 crosses to 

decorate.  If you would like to decorate a cross, 

please sign-up in the back of the church. 

From the Pastor 
Dear Friends: 

 As we celebrate this Fifth Sunday of Lent, it is obvious that the Lenten season is passing quickly. 

Next weekend we mark Palm Sunday, the start of Holy Week, and then the weekend after we celebrate 

the great feast of Easter. As Lent wanes, it is time to stop and look at our Lenten observance. How faith-

ful have we been to the discipline of the season? Have we spent more time in prayer? Have we shared 

with those in need? Have we fasted and sacrificed so as to be more in touch with the movements of God 

within us? Or has life been essentially the same as ever? 

 One of the most important elements in the proper observance of Lent is the celebration of the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. We confess our sins because it is the will of the Lord that we do so. How 

often should we confess? Certainly we should do so if we have the sad occasion to fall into mortal sin. 

However, beyond that, the practice of confession promotes a proper introspection, a careful look at how 

we live our lives, an assessment of our spiritual strengths and weaknesses, a realization of our need for 

Godôs boundless love and mercy. When was the last time you went to confession? If it has not been at 

least within the last year, it is too long and it is time to remedy that. 

 This Thursday, March 25, at 7:00 PM we will celebrate our annual Lenten Penance Service. 

There will be a brief service of prayer, song, and reflection as well as an examination of conscience. Af-

ter that, four priests will be available for individual confessions. The service should be over within an 

hour. It will be time well spent, a time of renewal, a time to obtain peace of soul. It would serve well as 

the crowning of our Lenten observance. Please plan to come that evening. 

 On another note, I have noticed with some dismay and unease that numbers of people at weekend 

Masses are parking in the driveway in front of the church. This is probably illegal to some extent and 

certainly dangerous. Some may say that one side can be used for parking. However, I am asking ALL to 

refrain from parking anywhere in the driveway that passes in front of the church. That  space must be 

kept free for fire apparatus and ambulances, should a need for them arise. The parking lot has more than 

sufficient space. So please make use of it. If you need for physical reasons to be closer to the church, I 

might suggest that you come earlier before Mass or talk with your physician about obtaining a permit to 

make use of the spaces set aside for handicapped parking.  
 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE ON DISABILITIES 
The last issue of the GATHERING described the 

goal of the parish committee on disabilities- ñTo 

insure that the church services and programs at 

Sacred Heart are sensitive to the needs of those 

who face some disabilities that limit their full 

participation.ò  The committee is anxious to be no-

tified if you or someone you know needs special as-

sistance to fully participate in the worship service 

and other activities at Sacred Heart.  Special needs 

may include the inability to go to receive the Eucha-

rist in procession, being wheat intolerant and unable 

to take the host.  Are you deaf or in a wheel chair or 

slow with a walker?  Are you unable to read print 

material?  Please know the committee is here to help 

you.  Make your needs known in a visit to the parish 

office or phone 860-242-4142 and a committee 

member will be in touch with you to discuss you 

needs and to assist in arranging a solution. 




